South East Region Access to Acute (A2A)

Meeting 

Held Tuesday 7th September 2010
Venue: Seminar Room 2, Maternity Unit, Abbey Wing, St Peter’s Hospital, Guildford Road, Chertsey, Surrey
KT16 0PZ
Time: 10.00am – 3.00pm 

Present:
Catherine Adadevoh, Southwark PCT

Gill Ayton-Smith, Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Trust



Mary Codling, Berkshire West NHS

Kathryn Fisher, Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

Claire Hall, South West Kent

Nicola James, Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
Sarah Lalljee, West Sussex PCT 

Daniel Marsden, East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust
Cathy Mead, West Sussex PCT

Lynne Ramnanansingh, Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
Apologies:

Vanessa Avlonitis, Ashford and St Peter’s NHS Trust

Brenda Fox, Kent and Medway

Debbie Keene, Hastings and Rother PCT

Rhian Malik, Kingston PCT

Niki Rayner, Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals Trust

Feedback from National A2A Group
Following Rick Robson’s retirement, Allyson Kent from Humber will be taking over as the National A2A Group chair.
The new link is a2anetwork.co.uk
Presentation regarding work being done at Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals NHS Trust
Vanessa Avlonitis, Deputy Chief Nurse from Ashford and St Peter’s was not able to attend the meeting, so Kathryn Fisher went through the presentation on her behalf.

A lot of useful discussion was stimulated by the presentation, including in the following areas:

· Flagging of people with learning disabilities on hospital systems, including seeking individual consent for this or flagging everyone who has an identified learning disability in the same way that medical conditions are flagged
· Hospital passports

· Operational policies for Acute Liaison Services

· Sources of referrals for Acute Liaison Nurses

· Identification of learning disability in hospital, working with people not confirmed as having a learning disability

· Numbers of Acute Liaison Nurse posts

Kathryn highlighted other work in Surrey including pain research and pain recognition pack and the health website being developed at www.surreyhealthaction.org
There was a discussion about pain and premature babies. Sucrose is used for pain relief. When premature babies get older, they may not feel pain in the same way as others, as they have experienced so many painful procedures when in hospital. The group thought that this might be an interesting topic for a presentation at a future meeting.
Presentation by Catherine Adadevoh, “Audit of analgesic use post-ictally in epilepsy in adults with and without learning disabilities”.
Catherine presented the findings from a study undertaken with Neurologists at King’s College, London and others as part of her MSc. 
She told the group that epilepsy as the second most common neurological condition after stroke. Pain may be experienced after seizures, including headaches and whole body pain which can last for several days. Post-ictal pain relief was not given to any of the people with learning disabilities in the study whilst it was given to people without learning disabilities.
There were a number of questions and Catherine’s presentation would be sent out with the notes.
Presentation by Daniel Marsden about Project Search (Employment Project)
Daniel presented about Project Search and the work done in East Kent. The model originated in America and Norfolk and Norwich recently won an award for their work. Intern positions are created in areas with high staff turnover or where there is difficulty recruiting, so there are cost benefits. Daniel showed some video clips which highlighted the benefits of the Project. Discussion and questions followed the presentation.
Any Other Business
Strategic Health Authority links

Mary talked about SHA work. In South Central SHA there are 2 work groups, primary care and acute liaison and there is replication. It was suggested that the South East A2A Group linked with the SHAs through Caroline Heason and Pauline Pepperell, the SHA leads in the South East. It was agreed that this would be sensible.
Transition 

There was discussion about someone being inappropriately placed on an adult ward, some wards providing overnight beds for parents and some acute liaison nurses working with children with learning disabilities.
Nasal Bridles
The group discussed an incidence of a nasal bridle being used to hold a nasogastric tube in place, including the potential risks of this if someone tried to pull this out, Mental Capacity Act and Safeguarding. 
Future Meetings

Chair of South East Regional A2A Group
Sarah raised future chair of the group. It was agreed she would continue with this with support from others. Kathryn agreed to co-chair and Daniel offered support.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st March 2011 at Southlands Hospital, Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex. 
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